
Adam Buxton  
Thursday Club Participant

to share stories about his 
week each Thursday when we
do news and he is always the 
first one in the group to get up 
to sing a song or join in with a 
group dance.  A highlight of the 
year for Adam is the annual
Thursday Club camp to  
Wainui, where he loves
kayaking and archery, and
eating marshmallows by  
the campfire.

 For over five years Adam has 
been coming along to Thursday
Club -  a recreational social 
club for adults with disabilities.
His favourite activities are 
taking trips to the airport to
watch the planes take off and 
land, and going bowling.  Adam 
has lots of friends at Thursday
Club, most of them come along 
with him from his residential 
home at Hohepa.  Adam likes 

Ben Lloyd
Outdoor Instuctor 
at Wainui Park

a business.” It has been an 
adventure since day one.  “Ten 
complete strangers from 
all parts of the world were 
picked up at the airport, and 
Mike told us ‘we’re going on a 
tramp’. We still talk about it to 
this day”. Ben really likes how 
the staff at Wainui are all like-
minded and wanting the best 
for their participants, “When 
the AE kids come to Wainui, 
every single one of them is fun 
to work with.”

From Lancashire in England, 
Ben has been an outdoor 
instructor at Wainui Park 
Camp for nine months.  Having 
taken a gap year away from 
his study - Social Science of 
Physical Activity – he says “It’s 
exactly what I needed, a year 
in the industry.”  Ben wanted 
to help out in Christchurch, 
and be  part of helping 
young people discover that 
Christchurch has lots to offer. 
“I chose YMCA Wainui Park 
because it was a community 
organisation rather than 

Bev Edwards
Gym Member

to the City YMCA health and 
fitness centre to work out 
with her Y personal trainer 
Paul Dunn. “Paul is able to read 
where I am at, he encourages 
and supports me.” Bev feels 
comfortable working out in a 
YMCA gym, “People treat me 
as a normal person. They don’t 
see the disability or the  
wheel chair”.

Bev has been a YMCA gym 
member since she lost the 
use of her legs due to a metal 
beam falling  across her 
body in the February 2011 
Christchurch earthquake, but 
that hasn’t slowed her down. 
“I am still a practising nurse, 
running a charity craft shop, 
and scuba diving.” Bev also 
makes time to come along 

PEOPLE 
of the YMCA

Diego Roig
Accommodation Guest

Diego is a commercial pilot 
from Brazil who is visiting a 
friend in Christchurch. “I found 
the City Centre, which had a 
lot of construction going on 
and things happening, but it’s 
not as bad as people think.”

Diego had been staying at the 
YMCA hostel while on holiday.  
“I found the YMCA while I 
was walking round the City 
Centre, it’s the best location, 
near the Botanical Gardens 
and Museum, and the staff are 
very friendly”.   

Zsani Smith
Alternative Education Student

I still miss it here.”  Zsani 
decided to study Travel and 
Tourism after going to Nepal 
for two weeks in October with 
her classmates and tutors, as 
part of Project Hope.  “At first 
I didn’t think it was going to 
happen, I was blown away by 
all the donations people gave 
and stuff we were given from 
Kathmandu.”

Zsani first started in the 
YMCA Alternative Education 
programme in 2015. “I had 
never heard of the YMCA 
providing education courses 
and didn’t want to come, but it 
was better than school.”
Zsani graduated this year and 
is now studying Travel and 
Tourism. “I still catch up with 
everyone, and I come and see 
Megan once a week, she’s like 
my second mum.   

Laurie Moore
Owner of Muscle People

them about their injuries and 
accident, and relayed their own 
story about how they were
in the same position 10 years
ago, and is now completely
recovered – it was really
inspiring. Helping people with 
their heath, any age, or walk
of life, the YMCA are great to
work with.”  Laurie and all of her 
family are also members of the
gym, including her father who
is 80.

Laurie is the owner of Muscle
People Physiotherapy, who 
have clinics at both the
City YMCA and Bishopdale 
facilities.  “We have the same
values as the YMCA, and it’s 
all about the people.”  Laurie 
knows if she recommends her
clients to the gym, they will
be taken care of. “I had a client 
who been in a car crash and we 
were working out in the gym.
Another gym member asked

Hannah Brand,
Stella & Beckett Sumner
ECE Manager and Preschool Students

who wants to move up the 
ladder and grow.”  Hannah’s 
two young children also 
attend the Preschool, “There 
is a real family theme which 
runs through the organisation, 
family comes first.  The 
support network is so wide, 
it’s not just support from the 
preschool but from all over 
the Y”.

Hannah has been working 
at the Bishopdale Nursery 
& Preschool for the last 7 
years, since the day of her 
graduation as a preschool 
teacher!  For Hannah the Y 
has given her the opportunity 
to grow. “I have gone 
from a preschool teacher, 
to assistant manager 
to manager. There are 
opportunities for anyone  

Jocelyn Bradley
Youth Programme Volunteer

programmes. “I want to 
encourage others to become 
leaders, I had cool leaders 
and I hope others think that 
about me too”. Jocelyn has also 
been inspired by other YMCA 
leaders, “Josie worked her
way up, I respect that – camp 
leader, instructor, camp 
manager and now CEO. It’s 
incredible. I want to achieve 
something like that.”

Jocelyn is a 17 year old student 
at Rangi Ruri college, and has 
been a part of the Y since 
going to Wainui Camp when 
she was 9. “I discovered the Y 
when my family was in Okains 
Bay.  A group from Wainui 
Camp asked if we wanted to 
join in with them playing games 
on the beach – I have been 
involved with the Y ever since.”  
Jocelyn is now a volunteer 
leader for youth and holiday

Julie Doak
Gym Team Leader

personal training you get to 
grow that person, and make 
sure they achieve what they 
really want.” She sees the 
value of perseverance and 
determination, not only in 
her clients but throughout 
the Y. “You see it everywhere, 
the whole organisation. The 
enormity of it, such as the 
AE class going over to Nepal, 
such a huge thing to do, but 
they did it anyway.”

Julie has worked for the Y 
since 2000, currently she 
holds the role of Gym Team 
Leader and also does her own 
personal training.  “I worked 
on reception at Muscle 
People, and then took up a 
position as a part-time gym 
instructor for the Y. It’s a 
place where everyone knows 
your name and every day is 
different.”  Julie is passionate 
about helping people, “With 

Michael Linton
Wainui Park Camp Manager

Every season volunteers 
come to Wainui from all over 
the world. “One young man 
from Italy, in his late 20’s,  
didn’t know what his place in 
the world was. One evening I 
asked the team to each paint 
something that expressed 
how they felt about their time 
at Wainui.  This young man got 
up at the end and told us how 

he had finally found his place.  
It’s not just the kids who get 
infected with positivity here, 
it’s also the instructors.  A few 
tears were shed.”

Mike learned about Wainui 
Park a few years ago on an 
Outward Bound course, so 
took his family to stay in 
the campground and loved 
it.  Previously an accountant, 
Mike was looking for a career 
change, and saw the Camp 
Manager position advertised.  
“It has been the best decision 
for me and also my family.”  

Jess, Oliver and
Stuart Korunic
Holiday Programme Family

holiday programmes. “It’s a 
great way to meet people 
from different schools”. Jess 
says the best thing is the wide 
range of activities, but Oliver 
disagrees, “The Giant Swing 
at the Wainui is insane, it’s a 
17 metre drop. Anything that 
happens on Wainui Camp is in 
a world of its own.” Stuart on 
the other hand loves the team 
spirit at the Y.  “I remember 
when we pranked a supervisor 
and covered his car in bubble 
wrap, and filled the car with 
bean bags, that was a good 
team effort.”

Stuart, Oliver and Jess have 
been involved with the YMCA 
since they were toddlers at 
the Nursery & Preschool in 
Bishopdale. They think the 
great thing about the Y is that 
you can grow up with it.  “We 
started at the Preschool and 
that’s how our parents found 
out about the school holiday 
and leadership programmes.”  
Stuart is now a school holiday 
programme leader, and he and 
his brother Oliver are part of 
the leadership programme. 
The two boys and Jess are 
regulars during the school 

William Te Kapa
Youth Guarantee 
Education Student

we have gained each week. 
The tutors are quirky, have 
their own style of teaching 
and push you towards 
opportunities.  What you put 
in you get out.  We have also 
helped out on community 
projects, I like that stuff which 
is why I feel pretty lucky to 
have a spot with the YMCA.”

William is a student at the 
Education Centre.   “I was 
referred to this course, this 
was my last option as all other 
openings had closed.” Will 
finds the course is catered 
to way he learns best.  “The 
progress, it’s noticeable each 
week. Rather than each term 
we find out how may credits 

Sara & Sophie Anderson
School of Dance Owner 
& Dance Student

and the kids love being in the 
space.”  Having developed 
relationships with the Y staff, 
Sara knows they are always 
up for a challenge, “I taught a 
contemporary dance routine 
to some staff from different 
departments, and dance 
abilities, as you can imagine it 
was good fun”.

Sara Anderson has had her 
dance school at the City 
YMCA since 2012. “I needed a 
space which I could use 6 days 
a week, and Josie suggested 
the Y.”  Sara teaches a range 
of dance styles, from toddlers 
to adults. “Growing with the 
Y as it develops has been key 
for me, having the new Papa 
Hou theatre is perfect for 
having our annual recitals in, 

James Meldrum
Climber & Youth Volunteer

working at the Y he was 
climbing at the Y.  He always 
entered in the Canterbury 
climbing competitions, he 
was a strong climber, and he 
would always do well.  James 
is remembered for his passion 
for the outdoors and giving 
everything a go to his utmost 
ability. He is a huge loss to the 
local climbing community, and 
greatly missed.

In Memoriam 1996-2017  
James was an instructor 
at the City Y climbing wall, 
and played a huge part in 
helping the transition of the 
YMCA climbing wall to the 
newly acquired Adventure 
Centre.  He was always on the 
floor, teaching kids how to 
do stuff.  You wouldn’t have 
to tell him to smile, he was a 
bubbly person who just got 
kids.  When James wasn’t 



Adam Buxton  
Thursday Club Participant

to share stories about his 
week each Thursday when we
do news and he is always the 
first one in the group to get up 
to sing a song or join in with a 
group dance.  A highlight of the 
year for Adam is the annual
Thursday Club camp to  
Wainui, where he loves
kayaking and archery, and
eating marshmallows by  
the campfire.

 For over five years Adam has 
been coming along to Thursday
Club -  a recreational social 
club for adults with disabilities.
His favourite activities are 
taking trips to the airport to
watch the planes take off and 
land, and going bowling.  Adam 
has lots of friends at Thursday
Club, most of them come along 
with him from his residential 
home at Hohepa.  Adam likes 

Ben Lloyd
Outdoor Instuctor 
at Wainui Park

a business.” It has been an 
adventure since day one.  “Ten 
complete strangers from 
all parts of the world were 
picked up at the airport, and 
Mike told us ‘we’re going on a 
tramp’. We still talk about it to 
this day”. Ben really likes how 
the staff at Wainui are all like-
minded and wanting the best 
for their participants, “When 
the AE kids come to Wainui, 
every single one of them is fun 
to work with.”

From Lancashire in England, 
Ben has been an outdoor 
instructor at Wainui Park 
Camp for nine months.  Having 
taken a gap year away from 
his study - Social Science of 
Physical Activity – he says “It’s 
exactly what I needed, a year 
in the industry.”  Ben wanted 
to help out in Christchurch, 
and be  part of helping 
young people discover that 
Christchurch has lots to offer. 
“I chose YMCA Wainui Park 
because it was a community 
organisation rather than 

Bev Edwards
Gym Member

to the City YMCA health and 
fitness centre to work out 
with her Y personal trainer 
Paul Dunn. “Paul is able to read 
where I am at, he encourages 
and supports me.” Bev feels 
comfortable working out in a 
YMCA gym, “People treat me 
as a normal person. They don’t 
see the disability or the  
wheel chair”.

Bev has been a YMCA gym 
member since she lost the 
use of her legs due to a metal 
beam falling  across her 
body in the February 2011 
Christchurch earthquake, but 
that hasn’t slowed her down. 
“I am still a practising nurse, 
running a charity craft shop, 
and scuba diving.” Bev also 
makes time to come along 

PEOPLE 
of the YMCA

Diego Roig
Accommodation Guest

Diego is a commercial pilot 
from Brazil who is visiting a 
friend in Christchurch. “I found 
the City Centre, which had a 
lot of construction going on 
and things happening, but it’s 
not as bad as people think.”

Diego had been staying at the 
YMCA hostel while on holiday.  
“I found the YMCA while I 
was walking round the City 
Centre, it’s the best location, 
near the Botanical Gardens 
and Museum, and the staff are 
very friendly”.   

Zsani Smith
Alternative Education Student

I still miss it here.”  Zsani 
decided to study Travel and 
Tourism after going to Nepal 
for two weeks in October with 
her classmates and tutors, as 
part of Project Hope.  “At first 
I didn’t think it was going to 
happen, I was blown away by 
all the donations people gave 
and stuff we were given from 
Kathmandu.”

Zsani first started in the 
YMCA Alternative Education 
programme in 2015. “I had 
never heard of the YMCA 
providing education courses 
and didn’t want to come, but it 
was better than school.”
Zsani graduated this year and 
is now studying Travel and 
Tourism. “I still catch up with 
everyone, and I come and see 
Megan once a week, she’s like 
my second mum.   

Laurie Moore
Owner of Muscle People

them about their injuries and 
accident, and relayed their own 
story about how they were
in the same position 10 years
ago, and is now completely
recovered – it was really
inspiring. Helping people with 
their heath, any age, or walk
of life, the YMCA are great to
work with.”  Laurie and all of her 
family are also members of the
gym, including her father who
is 80.

Laurie is the owner of Muscle
People Physiotherapy, who 
have clinics at both the
City YMCA and Bishopdale 
facilities.  “We have the same
values as the YMCA, and it’s 
all about the people.”  Laurie 
knows if she recommends her
clients to the gym, they will
be taken care of. “I had a client 
who been in a car crash and we 
were working out in the gym.
Another gym member asked

Hannah Brand,
Stella & Beckett Sumner
ECE Manager and Preschool Students

who wants to move up the 
ladder and grow.”  Hannah’s 
two young children also 
attend the Preschool, “There 
is a real family theme which 
runs through the organisation, 
family comes first.  The 
support network is so wide, 
it’s not just support from the 
preschool but from all over 
the Y”.

Hannah has been working 
at the Bishopdale Nursery 
& Preschool for the last 7 
years, since the day of her 
graduation as a preschool 
teacher!  For Hannah the Y 
has given her the opportunity 
to grow. “I have gone 
from a preschool teacher, 
to assistant manager 
to manager. There are 
opportunities for anyone  

Jocelyn Bradley
Youth Programme Volunteer

programmes. “I want to 
encourage others to become
leaders, I had cool leaders 
and I hope others think that 
about me too”. Jocelyn has also 
been inspired by other YMCA
leaders, “Josie worked her
way up, I respect that – camp
leader, instructor, camp 
manager and now CEO. It’s 
incredible. I want to achieve
something like that.”

Jocelyn is a 17 year old student
at Rangi Ruri college, and has 
been a part of the Y since 
going to Wainui Camp when 
she was 9. “I discovered the Y 
when my family was in Okains
Bay.  A group from Wainui
Camp asked if we wanted to
join in with them playing games
on the beach – I have been
involved with the Y ever since.” 
Jocelyn is now a volunteer 
leader for youth and holiday

Julie Doak
Gym Team Leader

personal training you get to 
grow that person, and make 
sure they achieve what they 
really want.” She sees the 
value of perseverance and 
determination, not only in 
her clients but throughout 
the Y. “You see it everywhere, 
the whole organisation. The 
enormity of it, such as the 
AE class going over to Nepal, 
such a huge thing to do, but 
they did it anyway.”

Julie has worked for the Y 
since 2000, currently she 
holds the role of Gym Team 
Leader and also does her own 
personal training.  “I worked 
on reception at Muscle 
People, and then took up a 
position as a part-time gym 
instructor for the Y. It’s a 
place where everyone knows 
your name and every day is 
different.”  Julie is passionate 
about helping people, “With 

Michael Linton
Wainui Park Camp Manager

Every season volunteers 
come to Wainui from all over 
the world. “One young man 
from Italy, in his late 20’s,  
didn’t know what his place in 
the world was. One evening I 
asked the team to each paint 
something that expressed 
how they felt about their time 
at Wainui.  This young man got 
up at the end and told us how 

he had finally found his place.  
It’s not just the kids who get 
infected with positivity here, 
it’s also the instructors.  A few 
tears were shed.”

Mike learned about Wainui 
Park a few years ago on an 
Outward Bound course, so 
took his family to stay in 
the campground and loved 
it.  Previously an accountant, 
Mike was looking for a career 
change, and saw the Camp 
Manager position advertised.  
“It has been the best decision 
for me and also my family.”  

Jess, Oliver and
Stuart Korunic
Holiday Programme Family

holiday programmes. “It’s a 
great way to meet people 
from different schools”. Jess 
says the best thing is the wide 
range of activities, but Oliver 
disagrees, “The Giant Swing 
at the Wainui is insane, it’s a 
17 metre drop. Anything that 
happens on Wainui Camp is in 
a world of its own.” Stuart on 
the other hand loves the team 
spirit at the Y.  “I remember 
when we pranked a supervisor 
and covered his car in bubble 
wrap, and filled the car with 
bean bags, that was a good 
team effort.”

Stuart, Oliver and Jess have 
been involved with the YMCA 
since they were toddlers at 
the Nursery & Preschool in 
Bishopdale. They think the 
great thing about the Y is that 
you can grow up with it.  “We 
started at the Preschool and 
that’s how our parents found 
out about the school holiday 
and leadership programmes.”  
Stuart is now a school holiday 
programme leader, and he and 
his brother Oliver are part of 
the leadership programme. 
The two boys and Jess are 
regulars during the school 

William Te Kapa
Youth Guarantee 
Education Student

we have gained each week. 
The tutors are quirky, have 
their own style of teaching 
and push you towards 
opportunities.  What you put 
in you get out.  We have also 
helped out on community 
projects, I like that stuff which 
is why I feel pretty lucky to 
have a spot with the YMCA.”

William is a student at the 
Education Centre.   “I was 
referred to this course, this 
was my last option as all other 
openings had closed.” Will 
finds the course is catered 
to way he learns best.  “The 
progress, it’s noticeable each 
week. Rather than each term 
we find out how may credits 

Sara & Sophie Anderson
School of Dance Owner 
& Dance Student

and the kids love being in the 
space.”  Having developed 
relationships with the Y staff, 
Sara knows they are always 
up for a challenge, “I taught a 
contemporary dance routine 
to some staff from different 
departments, and dance 
abilities, as you can imagine it 
was good fun”.

Sara Anderson has had her 
dance school at the City 
YMCA since 2012. “I needed a 
space which I could use 6 days 
a week, and Josie suggested 
the Y.”  Sara teaches a range 
of dance styles, from toddlers 
to adults. “Growing with the 
Y as it develops has been key 
for me, having the new Papa 
Hou theatre is perfect for 
having our annual recitals in, 

James Meldrum
Climber & Youth Volunteer

working at the Y he was 
climbing at the Y.  He always 
entered in the Canterbury 
climbing competitions, he 
was a strong climber, and he 
would always do well.  James 
is remembered for his passion 
for the outdoors and giving 
everything a go to his utmost 
ability. He is a huge loss to the 
local climbing community, and 
greatly missed.

In Memoriam 1996-2017  
James was an instructor 
at the City Y climbing wall, 
and played a huge part in 
helping the transition of the 
YMCA climbing wall to the 
newly acquired Adventure 
Centre.  He was always on the 
floor, teaching kids how to 
do stuff.  You wouldn’t have 
to tell him to smile, he was a 
bubbly person who just got 
kids.  When James wasn’t 



Adam Buxton  
Thursday Club Participant

to share stories about his 
week each Thursday when we 
do news and he is always the 
first one in the group to get up 
to sing a song or join in with a 
group dance.  A highlight of the 
year for Adam is the annual 
Thursday Club camp to  
Wainui, where he loves 
kayaking and archery, and  
eating marshmallows by  
the campfire.

 For over five years Adam has 
been coming along to Thursday 
Club -  a recreational social 
club for adults with disabilities.   
His favourite activities are 
taking trips to the airport to 
watch the planes take off and 
land, and going bowling.  Adam 
has lots of friends at Thursday 
Club, most of them come along 
with him from his residential 
home at Hohepa.  Adam likes 

Ben Lloyd
Outdoor Instuctor 
at Wainui Park

a business.” It has been an 
adventure since day one.  “Ten 
complete strangers from 
all parts of the world were 
picked up at the airport, and 
Mike told us ‘we’re going on a 
tramp’. We still talk about it to 
this day”. Ben really likes how 
the staff at Wainui are all like-
minded and wanting the best 
for their participants, “When 
the AE kids come to Wainui, 
every single one of them is fun 
to work with.”

From Lancashire in England, 
Ben has been an outdoor 
instructor at Wainui Park 
Camp for nine months.  Having 
taken a gap year away from 
his study - Social Science of 
Physical Activity – he says “It’s 
exactly what I needed, a year 
in the industry.”  Ben wanted 
to help out in Christchurch, 
and be  part of helping 
young people discover that 
Christchurch has lots to offer. 
“I chose YMCA Wainui Park 
because it was a community 
organisation rather than 

Bev Edwards
Gym Member

to the City YMCA health and 
fitness centre to work out 
with her Y personal trainer 
Paul Dunn. “Paul is able to read 
where I am at, he encourages 
and supports me.” Bev feels 
comfortable working out in a 
YMCA gym, “People treat me 
as a normal person. They don’t 
see the disability or the  
wheel chair”.

Bev has been a YMCA gym 
member since she lost the 
use of her legs due to a metal 
beam falling  across her 
body in the February 2011 
Christchurch earthquake, but 
that hasn’t slowed her down. 
“I am still a practising nurse, 
running a charity craft shop, 
and scuba diving.” Bev also 
makes time to come along 
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Diego Roig
Accommodation Guest

Diego is a commercial pilot 
from Brazil who is visiting a 
friend in Christchurch. “I found 
the City Centre, which had a 
lot of construction going on 
and things happening, but it’s 
not as bad as people think.”

Diego had been staying at the 
YMCA hostel while on holiday.  
“I found the YMCA while I 
was walking round the City 
Centre, it’s the best location, 
near the Botanical Gardens 
and Museum, and the staff are 
very friendly”.   

Zsani Smith
Alternative Education Student

I still miss it here.”  Zsani 
decided to study Travel and 
Tourism after going to Nepal 
for two weeks in October with 
her classmates and tutors, as 
part of Project Hope.  “At first 
I didn’t think it was going to 
happen, I was blown away by 
all the donations people gave 
and stuff we were given from 
Kathmandu.”

Zsani first started in the 
YMCA Alternative Education 
programme in 2015. “I had 
never heard of the YMCA 
providing education courses 
and didn’t want to come, but it 
was better than school.”
Zsani graduated this year and 
is now studying Travel and 
Tourism. “I still catch up with 
everyone, and I come and see 
Megan once a week, she’s like 
my second mum.   

Laurie Moore
Owner of Muscle People

them about their injuries and 
accident, and relayed their own 
story about how they were 
in the same position 10 years 
ago, and is now completely 
recovered – it was really 
inspiring. Helping people with 
their heath, any age, or walk 
of life, the YMCA are great to 
work with.”  Laurie and all of her 
family are also members of the 
gym, including her father who 
is 80.

Laurie is the owner of Muscle 
People Physiotherapy, who 
have clinics at both the 
City YMCA and Bishopdale 
facilities.  “We have the same 
values as the YMCA, and it’s 
all about the people.”  Laurie 
knows if she recommends her 
clients to the gym, they will 
be taken care of. “I had a client 
who been in a car crash and we 
were working out in the gym.  
Another gym member asked 
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who wants to move up the 
ladder and grow.”  Hannah’s 
two young children also 
attend the Preschool, “There 
is a real family theme which 
runs through the organisation, 
family comes first.  The 
support network is so wide, 
it’s not just support from the 
preschool but from all over 
the Y”.

Hannah has been working 
at the Bishopdale Nursery 
& Preschool for the last 7 
years, since the day of her 
graduation as a preschool 
teacher!  For Hannah the Y 
has given her the opportunity 
to grow. “I have gone 
from a preschool teacher, 
to assistant manager 
to manager. There are 
opportunities for anyone  
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programmes. “I want to 
encourage others to become 
leaders, I had cool leaders 
and I hope others think that 
about me too”. Jocelyn has also 
been inspired by other YMCA 
leaders, “Josie worked her
way up, I respect that – camp 
leader, instructor, camp 
manager and now CEO. It’s 
incredible. I want to achieve 
something like that.”

Jocelyn is a 17 year old student 
at Rangi Ruri college, and has 
been a part of the Y since 
going to Wainui Camp when 
she was 9. “I discovered the Y 
when my family was in Okains 
Bay.  A group from Wainui 
Camp asked if we wanted to 
join in with them playing games 
on the beach – I have been 
involved with the Y ever since.”  
Jocelyn is now a volunteer 
leader for youth and holiday

Julie Doak
Gym Team Leader

personal training you get to 
grow that person, and make 
sure they achieve what they 
really want.” She sees the 
value of perseverance and 
determination, not only in 
her clients but throughout 
the Y. “You see it everywhere, 
the whole organisation. The 
enormity of it, such as the 
AE class going over to Nepal, 
such a huge thing to do, but 
they did it anyway.”

Julie has worked for the Y 
since 2000, currently she 
holds the role of Gym Team 
Leader and also does her own 
personal training.  “I worked 
on reception at Muscle 
People, and then took up a 
position as a part-time gym 
instructor for the Y. It’s a 
place where everyone knows 
your name and every day is 
different.”  Julie is passionate 
about helping people, “With 

Michael Linton
Wainui Park Camp Manager

Every season volunteers 
come to Wainui from all over 
the world. “One young man 
from Italy, in his late 20’s,  
didn’t know what his place in 
the world was. One evening I 
asked the team to each paint 
something that expressed 
how they felt about their time 
at Wainui.  This young man got 
up at the end and told us how 

he had finally found his place.  
It’s not just the kids who get 
infected with positivity here, 
it’s also the instructors.  A few 
tears were shed.”

Mike learned about Wainui 
Park a few years ago on an 
Outward Bound course, so 
took his family to stay in 
the campground and loved 
it.  Previously an accountant, 
Mike was looking for a career 
change, and saw the Camp 
Manager position advertised.  
“It has been the best decision 
for me and also my family.”  

Jess, Oliver and 
Stuart Korunic
Holiday Programme Family

holiday programmes. “It’s a 
great way to meet people 
from different schools”. Jess 
says the best thing is the wide 
range of activities, but Oliver 
disagrees, “The Giant Swing 
at the Wainui is insane, it’s a 
17 metre drop. Anything that 
happens on Wainui Camp is in 
a world of its own.” Stuart on 
the other hand loves the team 
spirit at the Y.  “I remember 
when we pranked a supervisor 
and covered his car in bubble 
wrap, and filled the car with 
bean bags, that was a good 
team effort.”

Stuart, Oliver and Jess have 
been involved with the YMCA 
since they were toddlers at 
the Nursery & Preschool in 
Bishopdale. They think the 
great thing about the Y is that 
you can grow up with it.  “We 
started at the Preschool and 
that’s how our parents found 
out about the school holiday 
and leadership programmes.”  
Stuart is now a school holiday 
programme leader, and he and 
his brother Oliver are part of 
the leadership programme. 
The two boys and Jess are 
regulars during the school 

William Te Kapa
Youth Guarantee 
Education Student

we have gained each week. 
The tutors are quirky, have 
their own style of teaching 
and push you towards 
opportunities.  What you put 
in you get out.  We have also 
helped out on community 
projects, I like that stuff which 
is why I feel pretty lucky to 
have a spot with the YMCA.”

William is a student at the 
Education Centre.   “I was 
referred to this course, this 
was my last option as all other 
openings had closed.” Will 
finds the course is catered 
to way he learns best.  “The 
progress, it’s noticeable each 
week. Rather than each term 
we find out how may credits 

Sara & Sophie Anderson
School of Dance Owner 
& Dance Student

and the kids love being in the 
space.”  Having developed 
relationships with the Y staff, 
Sara knows they are always 
up for a challenge, “I taught a 
contemporary dance routine 
to some staff from different 
departments, and dance 
abilities, as you can imagine it 
was good fun”.

Sara Anderson has had her 
dance school at the City 
YMCA since 2012. “I needed a 
space which I could use 6 days 
a week, and Josie suggested 
the Y.”  Sara teaches a range 
of dance styles, from toddlers 
to adults. “Growing with the 
Y as it develops has been key 
for me, having the new Papa 
Hou theatre is perfect for 
having our annual recitals in, 

James Meldrum
Climber & Youth Volunteer

working at the Y he was 
climbing at the Y.  He always 
entered in the Canterbury 
climbing competitions, he 
was a strong climber, and he 
would always do well.  James 
is remembered for his passion 
for the outdoors and giving 
everything a go to his utmost 
ability. He is a huge loss to the 
local climbing community, and 
greatly missed.

In Memoriam 1996-2017  
James was an instructor 
at the City Y climbing wall, 
and played a huge part in 
helping the transition of the 
YMCA climbing wall to the 
newly acquired Adventure 
Centre.  He was always on the 
floor, teaching kids how to 
do stuff.  You wouldn’t have 
to tell him to smile, he was a 
bubbly person who just got 
kids.  When James wasn’t 



Adam Buxton  
Thursday Club Participant

to share stories about his 
week each Thursday when we 
do news and he is always the 
first one in the group to get up 
to sing a song or join in with a 
group dance.  A highlight of the 
year for Adam is the annual 
Thursday Club camp to  
Wainui, where he loves 
kayaking and archery, and  
eating marshmallows by  
the campfire.

 For over five years Adam has 
been coming along to Thursday 
Club -  a recreational social 
club for adults with disabilities.   
His favourite activities are 
taking trips to the airport to 
watch the planes take off and 
land, and going bowling.  Adam 
has lots of friends at Thursday 
Club, most of them come along 
with him from his residential 
home at Hohepa.  Adam likes 

Ben Lloyd
Outdoor Instuctor 
at Wainui Park

a business.” It has been an 
adventure since day one.  “Ten 
complete strangers from 
all parts of the world were 
picked up at the airport, and 
Mike told us ‘we’re going on a 
tramp’. We still talk about it to 
this day”. Ben really likes how 
the staff at Wainui are all like-
minded and wanting the best 
for their participants, “When 
the AE kids come to Wainui, 
every single one of them is fun 
to work with.”

From Lancashire in England, 
Ben has been an outdoor 
instructor at Wainui Park 
Camp for nine months.  Having 
taken a gap year away from 
his study - Social Science of 
Physical Activity – he says “It’s 
exactly what I needed, a year 
in the industry.”  Ben wanted 
to help out in Christchurch, 
and be  part of helping 
young people discover that 
Christchurch has lots to offer. 
“I chose YMCA Wainui Park 
because it was a community 
organisation rather than 

Bev Edwards
Gym Member

to the City YMCA health and 
fitness centre to work out 
with her Y personal trainer 
Paul Dunn. “Paul is able to read 
where I am at, he encourages 
and supports me.” Bev feels 
comfortable working out in a 
YMCA gym, “People treat me 
as a normal person. They don’t 
see the disability or the  
wheel chair”.

Bev has been a YMCA gym 
member since she lost the 
use of her legs due to a metal 
beam falling  across her 
body in the February 2011 
Christchurch earthquake, but 
that hasn’t slowed her down. 
“I am still a practising nurse, 
running a charity craft shop, 
and scuba diving.” Bev also 
makes time to come along 

PEOPLE 
of the YMCA

Diego Roig
Accommodation Guest

Diego is a commercial pilot 
from Brazil who is visiting a 
friend in Christchurch. “I found 
the City Centre, which had a 
lot of construction going on 
and things happening, but it’s 
not as bad as people think.”

Diego had been staying at the 
YMCA hostel while on holiday.  
“I found the YMCA while I 
was walking round the City 
Centre, it’s the best location, 
near the Botanical Gardens 
and Museum, and the staff are 
very friendly”.   

Zsani Smith
Alternative Education Student

I still miss it here.”  Zsani 
decided to study Travel and 
Tourism after going to Nepal 
for two weeks in October with 
her classmates and tutors, as 
part of Project Hope.  “At first 
I didn’t think it was going to 
happen, I was blown away by 
all the donations people gave 
and stuff we were given from 
Kathmandu.”

Zsani first started in the 
YMCA Alternative Education 
programme in 2015. “I had 
never heard of the YMCA 
providing education courses 
and didn’t want to come, but it 
was better than school.”
Zsani graduated this year and 
is now studying Travel and 
Tourism. “I still catch up with 
everyone, and I come and see 
Megan once a week, she’s like 
my second mum.   

Laurie Moore
Owner of Muscle People

them about their injuries and 
accident, and relayed their own 
story about how they were 
in the same position 10 years 
ago, and is now completely 
recovered – it was really 
inspiring. Helping people with 
their heath, any age, or walk 
of life, the YMCA are great to 
work with.”  Laurie and all of her 
family are also members of the 
gym, including her father who 
is 80.

Laurie is the owner of Muscle 
People Physiotherapy, who 
have clinics at both the 
City YMCA and Bishopdale 
facilities.  “We have the same 
values as the YMCA, and it’s 
all about the people.”  Laurie 
knows if she recommends her 
clients to the gym, they will 
be taken care of. “I had a client 
who been in a car crash and we 
were working out in the gym.  
Another gym member asked 

Hannah Brand, 
Stella & Beckett Sumner
ECE Manager and Preschool Students

who wants to move up the 
ladder and grow.”  Hannah’s 
two young children also 
attend the Preschool, “There 
is a real family theme which 
runs through the organisation, 
family comes first.  The 
support network is so wide, 
it’s not just support from the 
preschool but from all over 
the Y”.

Hannah has been working 
at the Bishopdale Nursery 
& Preschool for the last 7 
years, since the day of her 
graduation as a preschool 
teacher!  For Hannah the Y 
has given her the opportunity 
to grow. “I have gone 
from a preschool teacher, 
to assistant manager 
to manager. There are 
opportunities for anyone  

Jocelyn Bradley
Youth Programme Volunteer

programmes. “I want to 
encourage others to become 
leaders, I had cool leaders 
and I hope others think that 
about me too”. Jocelyn has also 
been inspired by other YMCA 
leaders, “Josie worked her
way up, I respect that – camp 
leader, instructor, camp 
manager and now CEO. It’s 
incredible. I want to achieve 
something like that.”

Jocelyn is a 17 year old student 
at Rangi Ruri college, and has 
been a part of the Y since 
going to Wainui Camp when 
she was 9. “I discovered the Y 
when my family was in Okains 
Bay.  A group from Wainui 
Camp asked if we wanted to 
join in with them playing games 
on the beach – I have been 
involved with the Y ever since.”  
Jocelyn is now a volunteer 
leader for youth and holiday

Julie Doak
Gym Team Leader

personal training you get to 
grow that person, and make 
sure they achieve what they 
really want.” She sees the 
value of perseverance and 
determination, not only in 
her clients but throughout 
the Y. “You see it everywhere, 
the whole organisation. The 
enormity of it, such as the 
AE class going over to Nepal, 
such a huge thing to do, but 
they did it anyway.”

Julie has worked for the Y 
since 2000, currently she 
holds the role of Gym Team 
Leader and also does her own 
personal training.  “I worked 
on reception at Muscle 
People, and then took up a 
position as a part-time gym 
instructor for the Y. It’s a 
place where everyone knows 
your name and every day is 
different.”  Julie is passionate 
about helping people, “With 

Michael Linton
Wainui Park Camp Manager

Every season volunteers 
come to Wainui from all over 
the world. “One young man 
from Italy, in his late 20’s,  
didn’t know what his place in 
the world was. One evening I 
asked the team to each paint 
something that expressed 
how they felt about their time 
at Wainui.  This young man got 
up at the end and told us how 

he had finally found his place.  
It’s not just the kids who get 
infected with positivity here, 
it’s also the instructors.  A few 
tears were shed.”

Mike learned about Wainui 
Park a few years ago on an 
Outward Bound course, so 
took his family to stay in 
the campground and loved 
it.  Previously an accountant, 
Mike was looking for a career 
change, and saw the Camp 
Manager position advertised.  
“It has been the best decision 
for me and also my family.”  

Jess, Oliver and 
Stuart Korunic
Holiday Programme Family

holiday programmes. “It’s a 
great way to meet people 
from different schools”. Jess 
says the best thing is the wide 
range of activities, but Oliver 
disagrees, “The Giant Swing 
at the Wainui is insane, it’s a 
17 metre drop. Anything that 
happens on Wainui Camp is in 
a world of its own.” Stuart on 
the other hand loves the team 
spirit at the Y.  “I remember 
when we pranked a supervisor 
and covered his car in bubble 
wrap, and filled the car with 
bean bags, that was a good 
team effort.”

Stuart, Oliver and Jess have 
been involved with the YMCA 
since they were toddlers at 
the Nursery & Preschool in 
Bishopdale. They think the 
great thing about the Y is that 
you can grow up with it.  “We 
started at the Preschool and 
that’s how our parents found 
out about the school holiday 
and leadership programmes.”  
Stuart is now a school holiday 
programme leader, and he and 
his brother Oliver are part of 
the leadership programme. 
The two boys and Jess are 
regulars during the school 

William Te Kapa
Youth Guarantee 
Education Student

we have gained each week. 
The tutors are quirky, have 
their own style of teaching 
and push you towards 
opportunities.  What you put 
in you get out.  We have also 
helped out on community 
projects, I like that stuff which 
is why I feel pretty lucky to 
have a spot with the YMCA.”

William is a student at the 
Education Centre.   “I was 
referred to this course, this 
was my last option as all other 
openings had closed.” Will 
finds the course is catered 
to way he learns best.  “The 
progress, it’s noticeable each 
week. Rather than each term 
we find out how may credits 

Sara & Sophie Anderson
School of Dance Owner 
& Dance Student

and the kids love being in the 
space.”  Having developed 
relationships with the Y staff, 
Sara knows they are always 
up for a challenge, “I taught a 
contemporary dance routine 
to some staff from different 
departments, and dance 
abilities, as you can imagine it 
was good fun”.

Sara Anderson has had her 
dance school at the City 
YMCA since 2012. “I needed a 
space which I could use 6 days 
a week, and Josie suggested 
the Y.”  Sara teaches a range 
of dance styles, from toddlers 
to adults. “Growing with the 
Y as it develops has been key 
for me, having the new Papa 
Hou theatre is perfect for 
having our annual recitals in, 

James Meldrum
Climber & Youth Volunteer

working at the Y he was 
climbing at the Y.  He always 
entered in the Canterbury 
climbing competitions, he 
was a strong climber, and he 
would always do well.  James 
is remembered for his passion 
for the outdoors and giving 
everything a go to his utmost 
ability. He is a huge loss to the 
local climbing community, and 
greatly missed.

In Memoriam 1996-2017  
James was an instructor 
at the City Y climbing wall, 
and played a huge part in 
helping the transition of the 
YMCA climbing wall to the 
newly acquired Adventure 
Centre.  He was always on the 
floor, teaching kids how to 
do stuff.  You wouldn’t have 
to tell him to smile, he was a 
bubbly person who just got 
kids.  When James wasn’t 


