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The work of the YMCA is 
often life-changing, for  peo-
ple of all ages, but particular-
ly for young people who have 
been the primary focus of 
this organisation since its 
beginnings in England in 
1844. 

This issue looks at how the 
YMCA Christchurch is giving 
back to our community, 
much of which is made possi-
ble only by your donations. 

Christchurch YMCA is a Chari-
table Trust registered with 
the Charities Commission 
(CC32107).  Donations of $5 
or more qualify for a tax  
rebate on production of a 
receipt. 

Giving Back 

The YMCA Christchurch has been giving back to our community for the past 150 years, in 
a variety of ways.  We thought we would take this opportunity to let you know some of 
the ways we have been giving back to our community since the February 11 quake. 
Please read on in this newsletter to see how we have assisted other groups in our com-
munity in their time of need. 

You too can give back, and all of you already have.  We truly appreciate the past dona-
tions that you have given; you are an integral part of the YMCA Christchurch and your 
donations contribute to all the ways that we are able to give back to our community. 

In tough times we're often asked to give more and we can't always afford it no matter 
how passionately we feel about the nature of the request.  However there is a way for-
ward which can ensure a sustainable future for the YMCA of Christchurch, and it won't 
cost you anything in the immediate term.  Make a bequest in your will. 

For clarification, a bequest is a gift made through a will. The donor may or may not speci-
fy how the funds are to be used.  An endowment is a sum (usually in the form of a be-
quest) that is invested so that the capital sum is not spent, but it generates an annual 
income stream.  This may be used to offset operating costs, or to provide education 
scholarships, or otherwise as specified by the donor. 

A bequest is the easiest way to leave a gift, it allows you to give more than what you 
probably give annually and it doesn't affect your day to day living costs.  A bequest     
allows you to leave a lasting legacy in the community, so with your support the YMCA 
Christchurch can achieve more. 

If you would like to make a lasting difference, please read the enclosed brochure on be-
quests for more information.  
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150th Commemorations 

A contingent of thirty four keen YMCA staff and members 
embarked on a two day 230km walk, run, cycle between 
Kumara and Christchurch city on 14th September.  What 
makes this event stand out from other similar events is that 
the participants were all aged between 70 and 90 years old! 

The YMCA Life Fit is a fitness, recreational and social club 
for men and women over 60 years of age.  This program has 
been life changing for many of our members and this chal-
lenge was to showcase how far they have come in their 
own journey towards a healthy lifestyle. 

The Life Fit members and YMCA staff support crew, as well 
as the many family and friends, stayed overnight at Arthurs 
Pass.  Each participant chose which sections they would 
walk, run or cycle so as to reach their own personal goals, 
whilst taking in the glorious South Island alpine scenery. 

This event was obviously inspired by the iconic Coast to 
Coast held annually in February since 1983—but with lots of 
rest stops, less sweating and more talking! 

One participant travelled from Montana, USA especially for 
the event, while another used the event as a “carrot” for his 
cancer recovery. 

Funding for the event was raised by those participating 
through individual sponsorship and donations, with $1937 
raised to go towards YMCA projects. 

Amongst the youth that have been supported through the youth housing project there have 
been 15 people, 18-24yrs, who have used the YMCA as a transition from the Burnham LSV 
(Limited Service Volunteer) course to full time work.  

The YMCA has provided a subsidized two week package deal for them which includes break-
fast and dinner. This means that for the first 2 weeks of their stay with the YMCA all they need 
to worry about is getting to their work experience on time and making sure they clean up for 
dinner.    

Most of them are new to Christchurch, so learning to navigate their way around our ‘broken’ 
city can be challenging. They use buses, skateboards and bikes to get to work and as they usu-
ally start at 7.30am— this can be quite an achievement. For some of the trainees, it is the first 
time they have lived away from home and their whanau are grateful for the support and en-
couragement they receive at the Y. 

Many of the LSV trainees who have stayed at the Y have gained full time employment and are 
now involved in the rebuild of the city. ‘I feel a bit of a hero right now’ is how one of our cur-
rent residents put it.  We are happy we can provide support to these dynamic hardworking 
young folk and appreciate the joyful enthusiasm they bring to the Y. 

Life Fit Coast-to-Coast 

Over fifty acts auditioned for the inaugural Youth Talent 
Quest held at the Celebration Centre in Aranui on 29th Sep-
tember.  This event was for young people, was community 
focused and volunteer driven—the essence of what the 
YMCA is all about 

The Talent Quest was organised on a shoe-string budget 
with the time and energy of our staff, Mai FM (principal 
sponsor), MC and the judges all given for free.  Ronnie Tau-
lofo (TV2 What Now presenter) MC’d the evening, and the 
guest judges included Lucy Balfour from the Royal NZ Ballet 
and Youth Court judge Noel Walsh. 

The twenty one finalists, aged between 12 and 24 years, 
were competing for $10,000 worth of prizes, with the win-
ner taking away $7,000 in cash.   

With the YMCA Christchurch having made a difference to 
over four million young people in the past 150 years, 
through the provision of a wide range of programmes and 
developmental opportunities, this event and the prize mon-
ey is a small celebratory way of giving back to the commu-
nity. 

The winner was Cassie Henderson, aged 13 years, who sang  
a beautiful rendition of ‘Mean’ by Taylor Swift.  The runner 
up was Madeline Williams, 19, who sang an original song, 
and third place went to hip hop dance group Swarm. 

The People’s Choice prize went to the very talented dancer 
Natasha Boon. 

Judge Lucy Balfour commented “The talent was up there 
which is so encouraging. I think it was a very successful 
evening, and would be great to see it become a yearly 
event!”  

Youth Talent Quest 

Youth  

Housing 

As you know the YMCA of Christchurch this year com-
memorates 150 years of community service.  As part of 
the celebrations we have held three quite different events 
in September, with each event showcasing the strengths 
of our diverse community. 



IN LOVING MEMORY … 

Vernon Stanley Shadbolt  26 August 1922 — 4 August 2012 

Vern Shadbolt was a great supporter of a number of  communi-
ty groups and the YMCA Christchurch was fortunate to receive 
the benefit of his enthusiastic help, wisdom, kindness and gen-
erosity  for many  decades.  He was a dear and cherished friend 
and mentor to many YMCA staff and volunteers over the years.   

 In particular he gave much to the YMCA camp at Wainui – from 
monetary donations to actual practical help on committees for 
development projects and assisting camp staff with a myriad of 
different tasks.  We remember him helping kids get gear across 
his farm in the pouring rain, so that they could have a fairly 
‘remote’ seaside camping experience:  transporting drinking 
water and tarpaulins with a chuckle and a heartfelt “it’ll be 
good for them” attitude, to getting young kids outdoors and 
experiencing a bit of hardship.  We remember him helping Wai-
nui staff get the Y van out of the mud, out of the ditch, and as-
sisting with break downs and flat tyres all over the Peninsula 
but commonly on French Farm road.  We remember his help 
when we needed to get the sheep shorn.  We remember him 
being first on his four-wheel motorbike to the scene of the tree 
or slip  across the road in a storm, the downed electricity ca-
bles, the sudden and unexpected snowfall  – so as to help oth-
ers get through.  But most of all perhaps we remember his in-
fectious energy and positivity towards the world and the people 
in it.  He was inspirational in this regard.   

He will be deeply  missed and always  fondly remembered by 
his YMCA family.  Rest in Peace.   

Special Acknowledgements 
 

The Christchurch YMCA gratefully acknowledges the   
generosity of the following donors over the last three 
months which enables us to build strong people, strong 
families, strong communities: 

• Estate of George Sevicke Jones Trust (through the 
Guardian Trust) – funding towards the promotion and 
development of youth volunteering programmes 

• Christchurch City Council – funding towards coaching 
costs, including basketball, gymnastics, dance, and the 
Perceptual Movement Programme (for pre-schoolers), 
and also towards Wainui Camp volunteer expenses 

• Four Winds Foundation - funding towards Youth Educa-
tion and Alternative Education resources 

• Two generous members who have donated $5,000 to 
purchase two more spin bikes for the City gym 

 

Thanks also to the Combined Probus Club of Kaiapoi, and 
to Marilyn Mercer and Bruce Hiller who responded to 
the last wYse Donor with kind donations. 

   
  

In Tough Times... 

The Child Cancer Foundation had operated out of their 
“Family Place” in Cashel Street for many years.  Here they 
were able to offer respite for many affected parents and chil-
dren, a place to drop into which was not the hospital, creating 
a warm and welcoming environment.  This all disappeared 
when their beloved home was red stickered and eventually 
demolished in 2012.  When Robyn Furley approached the 
YMCA for a space to operate from close to the hospital, they 
were welcomed with open arms, and remained with us until 
they acquired their new Family Place last month in Russley 
Road. 

The Discovery One School was based in Central Christchurch 
for over ten years pre earthquake, and an integral part of their 
learning was based around city resources like the central   
library, museum, art gallery, Science Alive, Arts Centre and 
Hagley Park.  After spending three months at Halswell Resi-
dential College, they are now based in pre-fabricated class-
rooms on leased land from the St John of God Hauora 
Trust.  But they sorely missed their city environment and ap-
proached us to see if they could base themselves once a week 
at the City Y.  This has allowed them to be in the heart of the 
city as well as being able to utilize activities delivered by our 
Youth Development Services team. 

Two other primary schools badly affected by the quake were 
Redcliffs and Avondale.  Redcliffs School has not yet returned 
to it’s home and is operating from Van Asch College.  The 
YMCA contributed $800 to Redcliffs for their year 7s to attend 
Wainui camp in February. 

Avondale School lost a lot of students from it’s roll when a lot 
of properties in their area were zoned red.  It’s future is cur-
rently uncertain and is under threat of closure. 

The YMCA contributed $1,000 to Avondale for their year 6s to 
also experience camp at Wainui in April.  Some comments 
from the children were: 

It was an incredible and amazing experience.  At Wainui camp 
we did loads of amazing activities and we learnt new things 
that we have never experienced before in our whole lives. 

Our overall experience was fantastically splendid. It was sad 
leaving camp, but let’s face it. “WE had an awesome time 
there!” 

Funding from the Y also gave the Life Fit adults the opportuni-
ty to go on the “Red Zone” bus tour in August, as well as con-
tributing $584 to the Mothers and Preschoolers group (MAPS) 
for  group gatherings. 
 



The YMCA could not continue 
to operate without the gener-
osity of individuals, companies, 
trusts and foundations who 
build strong people, strong 
families, strong communities 
through their grants and dona-
tions.  

Donations are welcome at any 
time. Your contributions direct-
ly support YMCA programmes 
which change lives, strengthen 
families and create community.  

Cheques:  Please make out to 
Young Men’s Christian Associa-
tion  

Automatic Payment or Direct 
Debit: Contact Mandy Fastier 
(03 366 0689) or e-mail fund-

ing@ymcachch.org.nz  for bank 
account details 

Credit card: visit our web-site 
www.ymcachch.org.nz and se-
lect the donations button at the 
top of the page. 

150th ANNIVERSARY 
BOOK OF MEMOIRS  

We are creating a book of 
memoirs – stories from past 
and current members, stu-
dents, staff and volunteers.  

If you have any memories of 
the YMCA that you would like 
to share, please contact Josie 
Ogden Schroeder DDI 963 
2820. 

Traill Group of McDonalds Restaurants 

 

Hanham & Philp 
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Waimairi Beach Golf Club 

Peter Midgley Motors 

YMCA of Christchurch 12 Hereford Street, Christchurch,  
PO Box 2004, Christchurch 8140. T 03 366 0689   F 03 365 1386 
www.ymcachch.org.nz 
For inquiries contact the Funding Officer funding@ymcachch.org.nz 

Thanks to our Sponsors Charity Golf Tournament 
Another first for the YMCA Christchurch, and part of the 150 
year commemorations, was the inaugural YMCA Charity Golf 
Tournament held on the 7th September at the picturesque 
Weedons Country Club. 

With 108 participants and a beautiful day, it was a great suc-
cess.  There was a ‘hole-in-one’ car up for grabs, but unfortu-
nately nobody managed to snare that on the day.  Congratula-
tions to the winning team of “One for the Road”, comprising of 
Peter Lubbe, Lindsay Clarke, Barry Coleman and Mike Payne. 

The tournament raised over $11,000 which has put towards the 
YMCA Scholarship Fund.  This event would not have taken place 
without the support of a generous benefactor, and the spon-
sors and donors listed below. 

mailto:funding@ymcachch.org.nz
mailto:funding@ymcachch.org.nz
http://www.ymcachch.org.nz

