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Remembering Williams House 
George Williams House provided low-income housing for single men for many decades on 
the Hereford Street site of the YMCA Christchurch. 

On February 22 2011 thirty eight men were evacuated when the earthquake struck, and 
were never to return.   For twenty eight of these people, this had been a long term home 
– some had lived there for over 20 years.  Williams House met a social housing need in a 
way that was at that time unique in Christchurch.  

The YMCA provided post quake support for the majority of these men who were moved 
from the Hagley Park temporary welfare tent to various other welfare centres around the 
city and Rangiora for many months. Gradually, Williams House refugees found other plac-
es to call home. Their story is similar to so many other Christchurch people who lived in 
the central city, and resonates with other cities and communities around the world who 
have been devastated by similar events which displace people and families. 

At it’s heart, what Williams House provided to these residents is central to YMCA mission 
and purpose the world over. The building was demolished due to a lack of confidence in 
it’s ability to withstand and survive future quakes. 

On Friday the 21st February the YMCA held a remembrance function which honoured 
what this piece of Christchurch architecture provided for hundreds of men over the dec-
ades.  A highlight of this event was the unveiling of a seat which will be permanently situ-
ated in the N R Rudkin courtyard on Hereford Street.   

The seat is predominantly made of material from Williams House rubble by a YMCA volun-
teer, Clare Docherty, her father Roger and her friends.   

Williams House has a pre-YMCA history which includes the College House boarding school 
for boys and the nurses quarters for the hospital. The building was built in 1929.   
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In this issue we look back 
and acknowledge what we 
have achieved in years gone 
by.  By creating something 
new from the old we can 
also remember and appreci-
ate our rich history. 

Please read on in the news-
letter to find out what is 
hoped to rise from the ashes 
of George Williams House, 
and other develop-
ments/events planned for 
2014. 

Christchurch YMCA is a Char-
itable Trust registered with 
the Charities Commission 
(CC32107).  Donations of $5 
or more qualify for a tax  
rebate on production of a 
receipt. 



Update from the Chief Executive 

March got off to a splash as Wainui Camp battened down the hatches and readied them-
selves for the ‘storm of the century’.   Power lines were downed by trees at the entrance to 
Powell Village as well as the beach end of Wainui Valley Road, leaving the camp cut 
off...what an adventure and time for some real camping!   

Without power for 30 hours, water running out, sewerage tanks full and no phones or in-
ternet, the staff team embarked on two days of inside activities with Yaldhurst and 
Fendalton schools. The BBQ’s were put to good use, candles illuminated the kitchens while 
a walk to the beach and  mud slides became the thing to do until the roads were cleared 
and they could safely drive home. 

The staff team began the big clean up in earnest when the weather finally cleared, with 
dozens of  trees being cut up and carted away, gravel from the roads shovelled off the 
grass, power lines restored, water pump resumed, toilets flushed and phone and internet  
back up - a real team effort and an exciting week never to be forgotten!  

Wainui Camp is looking forward to smoother sailing in the months ahead as they plan 
school programmes for Term 2, with another Y-camp in April and the arrival of the New 
Zealand Area Schools leadership programme.   

Hundred 
Year 

Storm 

We have just completed our end of year financial au-

dit and will soon be releasing our annual report for 

the year ended January 2014.   

The year has been a busy and successful one with our ac-
commodation doing very well, which has meant that overall 
the Y has exceeded budget and finished the year with a nice 
surplus.  This paves the way for us to develop new initiatives 
which help to build strong people, strong families and strong 
communities.  

One of the downsides of a positive financial result is that 
philanthropic donors are less inclined to give us money.  
Often the YMCA is mistaken for a business or NGO, rather 
than what it is, which is a Charitable Trust.  This creates all 
kinds of other challenges for us as our surplus is ideally 
spent on investment for the future, rather than operational 
costs – which are ordinarily helped along by donations.  

One of our key charitable focuses at the Christchurch YMCA 
is to develop young people, and to work in particular with 
those who lack family support or enough general resources 
to thrive.  These kids are involved in our Alternative Educa-
tion programmes, our Youth Training programmes , our 
Youth development programmes, camps and volunteer pro-
grammes.  The YMCA resources these programmes directly 
from donations or surplus’s from our social enterprise activi-
ties, and for both donations and patronage we are grateful.  

This year we are working on a number of exciting projects.  
The first is a redevelopment of our Stadium on Hereford 
Street.  We will be converting the upper floors of this space 
into a street art venue and theatre space, which will bring a 
vibrancy into our Y which is new and different.  We are cur-

rently fundraising towards the capital costs and already have 
strong support from the community and Government.  

The second is a possible new build on the old Williams House 
site.  We have had  initial designs drawn up for a swimming 
pool (learn to swim) facility with an upper floor of new state-
of-the-art squash courts. This will be in partnership with the 
Christchurch Squash Club and will also be reliant on philan-
thropic grants for the cost of the capital build, which is estimat-
ed to be $6,000,000.  

We are grateful for the support of our friends, supporters and 
donors.  If you can spare a few $ or want to know more about 
our plans and vision for the future in this time of great change 
and development of Christchurch city, please don’t hesitate to 
contact us.  

The future looks bright for your YMCA so make sure you drop 
in soon!   

Josie 



Well I would like to start off by saying a huge thank you to 
yourself and the people within the YMCA that have given Levi a 
once in a life time experience and opportunity.  I am a solo 
mother who works full time as a registered nurse in Christ-
church.  Levi began attending Y camp (at Wainui) in the holi-
days, to enable me to continue working and to allow Levi to 
step outside his comfort zone participating in outdoor activities 
with the assistance and encouragement of the Y staff. 

When Levi went on his first camp he was very quiet, shy and 
even apprehensive as he was only 9 years old, he knew no one 
at the beginning of that camp. The staff were very supportive 
and understanding and they just had a wonderful rapport with 
all the kids, they were warm, welcoming and just fun.  Upon his 
arrival home the first thing that came out of his mouth after the 
"Hi Mum" was "please Mum can I go back to camp next holi-
days?".  From that day forward there has been no question of 
‘if’ Levi is going to the next camp it is ‘when’ is the next camp. 

During the winter holidays there was no Y camp, however there 
was a Ski Camp.  Sadly I was unable to afford the cost of send-
ing Levi.  I was advised by staff that there was a chance of 
getting some financial assistance through the Scholarship Fund 
so that Levi did not miss out.  I cannot describe the excitement 
and just the happiness that Levi expressed when finding out he 
could attend Ski Camp and learn how to snow board.  This ex-
perience was just beyond his dreams, he was just ecstatic. I will 
never forget the smile on his face the tears in his eyes when he 
was told he could go to Ski Camp.  

Levi had an amazing time, he had the time of his life attending 
ski lessons and boarding the mountains for the week.  

I just can’t express my thanks and just my gratefulness of the 
people that made this possible for Levi; this has begun some-
thing for him that will last a life time, certainly a moment he 
will never forget. This would not have been possible if it was 
not for the funding and support of the YMCA. Thank you will 
never be enough to express how this trip changed Levi’s life. 

Please don’t ever stop offering kids the opportunities you do. 
You guys are all just totally AMAZING! 

Thanks  
Megan 

Thanks for the opportunity 
The following is a letter of thanks from a very appreciative 
mother.  Due to your assistance Levi was able to participate in 
something that he would otherwise be unable to afford a Ski 
Camp!  Your donations give many opportunities to the young 
people of our community. 

Special Acknowledgements 
 

The Christchurch YMCA gratefully acknowledges the     
generosity of the following donors/funders over the last 
three months which enables us to build strong people, 
strong families, strong communities: 

 

 St Joans Charitable Trust—
event funding to help with 
the Life Fit Adventure Week-
end. 

 

 Ministry of Social Development—
Organisational capability funding, 
Young Leaders term programme 
funding, Youth Week grant. 

 
 

 
Thanks also to the following who responded to the last 
wYseDonor with kind donations.: 
 

 Marilyn Mercer Betty Fitchett 
 Pam Fay  Lions Club of Pegasus 
 Merv Cooper  May Campbell   
   

Temporary Home for Toy Library 
 

The Opawa St Martins Plunket Toy Library has been badly 
affected by the earthquakes, not only did they lose their 
home on Sandwich Road in Beckenham, but they have had 
five subsequent moves since September 2010 and are des-
perate to find a new home in their catchment area.  In mid 
January they found themselves in the position of nowhere 
to go, and were looking at closure.  We have given them a 
reprieve by renting them some space in a squash court at 
the City Y. 

The OSM Toy Library  has over 200 members, most of 
whom have stuck with them through all of this upheaval.  
The Toy Library committee are working hard to eventually 
get back into their catchment area, but in the meantime 
they are able to continue operating for their members here 
at the Y. 

 

 

 

 

 

Please contact  Rachael on 942 5740 if you know of any 
space between Woolston and Cashmere that could be suit-
able for housing the Toy Library and their large number of 
toys, games and puzzles, (at a reasonable rental rate). 



YMCA of Christchurch  
12 Hereford Street,  
Christchurch, 
PO Box 2004, ChCh 8140  
T 03 366 0689    
 
www.ymcachch.org.nz 

For inquiries contact the  
mailto@ymcachch.org.nz 

Philippines Appeal 

In our last issue, we high-
lighted the plight of many 
living in the aftermath of 
Typhoon Haiyan in the Phil-
ippines. 

We were heartened by the 
response received from you, 
our readers, the volunteers 
at Wainui (who put on a 
fundraising Fun Day) and 
members of the public. 

The YMCA Christchurch sent 
$5000 to YMCA National, 
who were collating dona-
tions from Ys throughout the 
country—the total amount 
sent  to the Philippines was 
$19,100. 
 

The YMCA could not contin-
ue to operate without the 
generosity of individuals, 
companies, trusts and foun-
dations who build strong 
people, strong families, 
strong communities through 
their grants and donations.  

Up Coming Events 
 

ANZAC Day 
Please join us on 25 April, ANZAC Day morning, at the dawn parade and service in Cranmer 
Square.  The Christchurch YMCA will have a staff team present, where we will be serving free 
hot chocolates and cookies.  This gesture honours the YMCA’s long standing history with 
trench side support and assistance during both World Wars. 

Rug up warm and we hope to see you there! 

 

 

YMCA Life Fit Adventure Weekend 
Following on from the hugely successful 2012 Life Fit Coast to Coast event, we are delighted 
to announce a Life Fit Adventure Weekend on 12/13 April at Wainui Camp.  The 2014 event 
has been kindly supported by the St Joans Charitable Trust. 

We are planning a weekend of adventure and challenges, and most of all camaraderie for this 
fantastic group of 50-90 year olds!  The event will be planned to cater to varying fitness levels 
and needs of the group.  

If you would like to be part of the Life Fit programme and experience the health and social 
benefits that this programme offers, then please contact Jill on 359 8320 or email 
jill@ymcachch.org.nz. 

 

Z Energy Good in the Hood competition 
Every Z station is giving away $4,000 to groups who help people who need it. The Bish-
opdale YMCA has been selected to be one of the four worthy neighbourhood groups for 
the Bishopdale Z on Harewood Road.  But how much each group gets is up to you. 

When you visit the Bishopdale Z station in March and make a purchase you’ll be given an 
orange token.  That tiny token is actually pretty powerful because you get to use it to vote 
for us, the more votes the Bishopdale YMCA gets the greater 
share of the money we’ll get. 

If you can’t make it into the Bishopdale Z, go online and play To-
ken Hunt.  Hunt for virtual tokens and vote online – the ten 
groups that get the most online votes nationwide will receive 
even more funding.  Go to z.co.nz/GoodintheHood before the 
end of March and help raise money for the Y Bishopdale centre. 


