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Legacy Donations 
Seeking LEGACY DONATIONS for social good. 

These are exciting times for Christchurch as the community figures out what is important 
for the future, and what can be achieved with some real vision and leadership as we 
‘rebuild.’   

The central city YMCA site on Hereford Street is ideally located to become even more rele-
vant and engaged with our community in current circumstances.  Real estate is at a premi-
um and building costs are exorbitant.  This leaves the YMCA in a position to add immense 
value in relation to community facilities, as we own land in an ideal location. 

We are currently fundraising the last 20% of funds needed to ensure that our Swimming 
Pool and Squash facility can go ahead without creating undue financial pressure on the Y.  
We have undertaken many community consultations and from this have confidence that a 
pool and squash facility in the CBD will be a great asset to people who live in, work in, and 
visit the central city.  The facility proposed includes a 25 metre pool and a smaller pool – 
both of which will serve dual purposes of learn to swim, special programmes for niche 
groups, and recreational swimming.  The design is no frills but very fit for purpose.  Up-
stairs we hope to install 6 squash courts and appropriate facilities for squash tournaments 
and events.  

We are seeking ‘legacy donations’ for this build.  We need a total of $6,000,000 and have 
secured $4,250,000.  This comes from a combination of YMCA contribution, collaboration 
with others, and philanthropic grants.  We are interested in hearing from anyone who 
would like to contribute to what will be a fantastic community facility seeing thousands of 
people – many children and young people – through it’s doors every year for generations 
to come.   A donation to the campaign will be gratefully received. Alternatively, if you 
would like to discuss the project with the YMCA with a view to making a significant ‘legacy 
donation,’ please contact Josie at the YMCA on 03 963 2820, or josie@ymcachch.org.nz.   

WYSE DONOR CLUB 
 

In this issue we look at what 
can ‘rise from the ashes’.  
Read about our exciting 
plans to redevelop the 
ground where Williams 
House once stood. 

We also look at what is going 
on in our Youth Develop-
ment Services department, 
and how young people are 
making a difference in our 
organisation and their own 
communities. 

Christchurch YMCA is a Char-
itable Trust registered with 
the Charities Commission 
(CC32107).  Donations of $5 
or more qualify for a tax  
rebate on production of a 
receipt. 

mailto:josie@ymcachch.org.nz


Leaders of the Future 

Thirty participants from our Life Fit programme (for older adults) went to Wainui Park on 
an adventure weekend in April, under the watchful eye of Jill O’Connor, Life Fit co-
ordinator.  They were also supported by four other staff members from Recreation Health 
& Fitness, and managed to complete the two day challenge of walking sections of the Little 
River Rail Trail, the hill route from the coast to the summit and then down into Wainui. 

Although the weather was inclement, the participants still managed to cover good sec-
tions of the trail, and once they arrived at Wainui Park they took part in a variety of activi-
ties.  Due to the weather some of the original activity sessions planned had to be can-
celled, but the staff and volunteers arranged alternative options to keep the participants 
busy and active! 

We would like to gratefully acknowledge the vital funding we received from the St Joans 
Trust, which made this trip affordable for our Life Fit members, many of whom wrote per-
sonal notes of thanks to the Trust following the weekend. 

Life Fit is always welcoming of new participants, so if you are over 60 and are looking for a 
fun way to keep active, grab a friend (or just come along) to one of the classes at either 
the City Y or Bishopdale.  If you would like some more information you can go to our web-
site www.ymcachch.org.nz/y-fitness/group-exercise/ or email jill@ymcachch.org.nz. 

Life Fit 
Adventure 
Weekend 

Around twenty young people are involved with this pro-
gramme each week, and the numbers are growing.  They 
come from a wide range of high schools around the Christ-
church area to the City Y every Monday evening during the 
school term. 

Each Monday they come together to hear speakers, partake 
in team building and plan ahead for their next goals—the 
programme is largely driven by the participants. 

Another part of the leadership focus is highlighting the im-
portance of volunteering and community  involvement.  Our 
youth leaders are heavily involved in YMCA programmes 
across departments,  most of them in a voluntary capacity.  

This ranges from leaders on holiday programmes and Wainui 
Park Y-Camps to climbing wall and Thursday Club volunteers.  
Some of our young people have given over 300 hours in vol-
untary service to the YMCA in the last year. 

Our newest holiday programme, Frontrunner, is essentially a 
future leader programme designed for 12-15 year olds and 
focuses on showing them what it means to be involved in 
the YMCA as a leader, and also works on beginning to build 
those key leadership skills. 

Our leaders are also drawn from the Education Centre and 
several have been involved with holiday programmes this 
year.  One of these students, Ngapera Tamou, took out the 
top  student award at a recent Blue Light Lifeskills camp.  

Ngapera joined eleven other youth leaders earlier this year 

at the NZ YMCA's first National Youth Development Camp in 
Auckland.  The twelve acted as great ambassadors for the 
Christchurch YMCA and were given the chance to meet, net-
work and learn from other inspiring young people from 
YMCA's around the country.  We hope to be able to offer more 
opportunities like this one to help our leaders understand the 
national and global sides of the YMCA. 

The young people have also initiated a Youth Council to help 
encourage the their youth voice being heard at all levels of 
decision making within the Y — whether that be governance, 
strategy or operational.  Ten young people aged between 17 
and 24 years make up this council and meet monthly to discuss 
current issues affecting the Christchurch YMCA and wider com-
munity 

Our Alternative Education students (aged between 13-16 
years) are engaging with their studies and learning, helped 
along by their amazing tutors  This year they have achieved 
more credits than ever before, as well as creating a community 
garden and producing two successful fundraising hangis.  One 
of these hangis provided a cultural experience for a visiting 
school group from the United States. 

The climbing academy continues to develop young climbers 
and feed them through into roles of more responsibility.  
Climbing wall volunteers continue to support staff at the City Y, 
and at the end of September will become part of the climbing 
and adventure activity family at the YMCA Adventure Centre.    

Our young people are an incredibly important part of the 
Christchurch YMCA, and being able to find ways to provide 
them with opportunities to grow and develop is crucial to be-
ing able to keep them involved.   

A contribution towards youth programmes and ser-
vices is an investment in our community.  If you 
would like to make a donation then please fill out the 
insert page and return to PO Box 2004, Christchurch. 

Last year a number of young people in our organisa-
tion were looking to build their own leadership 
skills, so we took the opportunity to create a new 
programme that addresses this need in a fun, social 
environment—the Young Leader programme. 



The Thursday Club is a recreational club for intellectually 
and physically disabled adults, which runs every Thursday 
during the school terms from the City Y.  It is eagerly antici-
pated each week, by both participants and staff! 

Youth Development Services (YDS) has been running this 
programme for over twenty years.  The programme is cur-
rently overseen by Cassandra (YDS Manager), who is helped 
by an enthusiastic contingent of young people from other 
youth development programmes, including the Young 
Leaders group.  Everyone involved with Thursday Club—
volunteers, participants, reception staff, managers—find it 
a hugely rewarding experience.  

All kinds of activities and experiences are undertaken with 
vigour — such as swimming, arts and crafts, bowling, mov-
ies and indoor climbing.  They also go on field trips to vari-
ous venues around the city, one of the favourites being an 
airport visit. 

The goal of Thursday Club is to introduce the participants to 
some fun and creative challenges in a safe and friendly en-
vironment.  They have the opportunity to learn some new 
skills and gain confidence, many having been coming for a 
number of years .   

Cassandra is very keen to see a similar programme for 
youth, that works on building leadership and life skills and 
creates a social environment in which participants can 
make new friends—Tuesday Club!  

IDEA Services (an IHC community service) work with a lot of 
youth with disabilities and often struggle to find well run 
and specific social groups for them.  Our programme would 
be tailored to the participants needs with there being a 
focus on teaching skills that will help them grow as individ-
uals in a fun supportive environment.   

All we need now is some funding to get Tuesday Club up 
and running.  We have been unsuccessful with a couple of 
funding applications, but we will persevere as we see this 
as a worthwhile and long term project to unleash the po-
tential of young people with disabilities and engage them 
with their community. 

 

If you would like to make a contribution to support 
Thursday Club or help launch Tuesday Club, then 
please fill out the insert page and return to PO Box 
2004, Christchurch.   

Thursday Club 

Special Acknowledgements 
The Christchurch YMCA gratefully acknowledges the     
generosity of the following donors/funders over the last 
three months which enables us to build strong people, 
strong families, strong communities: 

 

 

 
 

NZ Lottery Grants Board—Volunteer costs and expenses, 
Youth Worker salary and Thursday Club  

 
 
 
 

The Lion Foundation—Contribution towards rent at the 
Education Centre 

 
 

 
 
Ministry of Education Business Advice Grant—Professional 

Development for ECE Services (Childcare) 
 
Thanks also to the following who responded to the last 
wYseDonor with kind donations:  
 Marilyn Mercer  May Campbell 
 Betty Faithful   Margaret Vitel 

 From One Y to Another 
What started as "a bit of a whim" turned into an organised 
campaign for the people of Christchurch.  Wanganui wom-
an Nicky Howe (from YMCA Wanganui) was so moved by 
the plight of flood-ravaged Christchurch residents that she 
decided to start "send a little love" - care packages of treats 
for people. 

She decided to send care packages full of treats such as 
Easter eggs, toys, candles and bed socks. "Organisations 
like the Red Cross are helping people with their basic 
needs, but I wanted to give people a treat." 

Ms Howe enlisted her friend Selina Percy, who teaches at 
Wanganui Intermediate School, and together with her chil-
dren from Room 11 started a school-wide appeal for dona-
tions to fill the boxes. The students also made cards to 
send with the packages, which were lovingly assembled 
and labelled for who it 
was for ie family, boy, 
girl etc. 

After these lovely 
care packages arrived 
in Christchurch part-
nership manager, 
Dave Goldsworthy, 
dropped these parcels 
off at Waipuna Trust, who were able to distribute them to 
those who needed them most!  



YMCA of Christchurch  
12 Hereford Street,  
Christchurch, 
PO Box 2004, ChCh 8140  
T 03 366 0689    
 
www.ymcachch.org.nz 

For inquiries contact the  
mailto@ymcachch.org.nz 

E Newsletter 
 

Would you like to keep up 
with everything that is going 
on at the Christchurch YMCA 
on a monthly basis? 

We now have a new e-
newsletter and would love 
to have you on our data-
base.  If you return the in-
sert page with your name 
and email address details 
completed, you will go into 
the draw to win a $50 Duo 
Restaurant voucher.   

Alternatively you can email 
mailto@ymcachch.org.nz 
and you will go in the draw. 
 

The YMCA could not contin-
ue to operate without the 
generosity of individuals, 
companies, trusts and foun-
dations who build strong 
people, strong families, 
strong communities through 
their grants and donations.  

Up Coming Events 
 

Youth Talent Quest 
Our Youth Development Services (YDS) department offer opportunities for young people 
to fulfill their potential through youth leadership and development programmes.  YMCA 

Christchurch has staged a Youth Talent Quest in Christchurch for the past two years, 
which have both been over whelming successes.  The level of talent out in the communi-
ty  is truly amazing, and unfortunately not everyone can make it through to the Live Fi-
nal.   

Not only does the Talent Quest give us the opportunity to showcase the abilities of many 
talented young performers, but also gives an opportunity for our youth to learn how to 
bring together an event, and learn the value of volunteering.  This year our Young Lead-
ers will be heavily involved with the organisation of the event, including being part of the 
selection panel, promotion, stage management, technical support  and  ticket sales. 

The Live Final will be held at the Performing Arts Centre at Cashmere High School on 
Saturday 27 September 2014, starting at 7pm.  Tickets are $5 and will be available at the 
door, we would love you to join us at this event!  If you know of any talented young peo-
ple who would be interested in auditioning then please direct them to 
www.ymcachch.org.nz for more information. 

 

Charity Golf Tournament 
A first for the YMCA Christchurch in 2012, and part of the 150 year commemorations, 
was the inaugural YMCA Charity Golf Tournament.  We have made this tournament an 
annual event and have enjoyed wide support from friends, members and supporters. 

The 2014 tournament is scheduled for Friday 21 November 2014  again at Weedons Golf 
Course, so mark it in your diary now!  This year the tournament is being organised by an 
eager committee of staff and gym members, including Paul Dunn, Neville Chatterton, 
Paul Murphy, Barry White, John Hammond and Peter Midgley. 

We are again seeking hole sponsors, with a range of sponsorship packages being 
offered.  If you are interested in finding out more, please contact Paul Dunn 
at paul@ymcachch.org.nz or phone (03) 359 8320. 

We will be calling for interested teams in September.  This would be a great chance to 
catch up with friends before Christmas, or if you operate your own business it a oppor-
tune occasion to arrange a golfing Christmas function for your team. 

mailto:paul@ymcachch.org.nz

