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Street Art at the YMCA 
SPECTRUM—THE START OF A JOURNEY  
 

The YMCA of Christchurch is very proud to host Street Art at the YMCA – here in Christ-
church.  This is the result of a collaboration between the YMCA of Christchurch and Oi 
You! – and one which is paying dividends for Christchurch city by creating a true silver 
lining of what is otherwise a messy ‘rebuild’ part of our history.  

Street Art at the YMCA is part of SPECTRUM – a street art festival which includes 10 big 
walls which are painted around our city:  creating interest and intrigue and wowing locals 
and visitors alike with the tremendous talent of street artists from around the globe.  

SPECTRUM will encapsulate every tint and tone of the world’s favourite art form and ex-
plore the myriad of ways that street artists get their work seen.   “With the YMCA, we’re 
aiming to make Christchurch the street art capital of the world”, said SPECTRUM Festival 
Director George Shaw.    

Fundamental to that vision is the YMCA, which has given over a huge space at their Here-
ford Street site to host 7 of the 8 exhibitions. YMCA CEO Josie Ogden-Schroeder is in-
spired by the community engagement aspect of street art.    

The YMCA is proud to be hosting SPECTRUM.  In Christchurch we’ve all come to know 
how important artistic expression is and street art, with its ethos of inclusivity, is em-
braced by people from all walks of life. It’s had an amazingly positive effect on the com-
munity here and that echoes exactly what the YMCA is all about, which is about being 
welcoming to all people and breaking down barriers to participation.  It might look differ-
ent on the outside to the YMCA of old, but the heart is the same.    

The exhibit is FREE and welcoming to all ages and cultures.  Already after it’s first few 
weeks of being open more than 7000 people have come to see the exhibit – and for many 
this was their first taste of YMCA magic and values in action.    

 

WYSE DONOR CLUB 
 

There is a real buzz currently 
happening at the Y!  

With the Spectrum exhibi-
tion now in full swing and 
accommodation full to the 
brim, the excitement is rub-
bing off on staff and patrons 
alike at all Y sites.   

Look out for our staff in the 
summer must have—the 
Spectrum t-shirt, pick up 
your own one at the Spec-
trum Gift Shop when you 
come visit the exhibition! 

Christchurch YMCA is a Char-
itable Trust registered with 
the Charities Commission 
(CC32107).  Donations of $5 
or more qualify for a tax  
rebate on production of a 
receipt. 



Meeting Community Needs 

Todd 
Foundation 

Grant 

The YMCA has big plans in process to convert our city 

Stadium into something which makes a BIG difference for 

Christchurch and New Zealand.  Our city needs fresh and 

innovative things to see and do—and the Christchurch Y 

needs your support to help us get there. 

COMMUNITY THEATRE 
 

There is a shortage of performance spaces in the central city and 
a shortage of affordable theatre for community groups to access 
to put on shows and practice their singing /dancing /acting /play-
ing. 

Our theatre will be located in the midst of this 
building—surrounded by the many other activi-
ties, and will offer: 

 200 tiered-seat theatre (with professional 
stage, green room, lights etc), available for 
hire to any person or group. 

 Collaborative decision making in relation to 
ensuring shows are affordable and accessi-
ble—by subsidizing community ans amateur 
groups and providing ticketing support and 
stage hands as required. 

 Maximum benefit to the arts going commu-
nity—more shows, for less money!  More 
people performing, more people watching. 

MUSEUM OF STREET ART 
 
 

We will create in our stadium a ‘world first’ Street 
Art Museum which allows urban artists from all 
over the world to showcase their talents and share 
their skills with others, particularly our city’s young 
people.  Modern day street artists around the 
world are respected and successful artists who are 
recognized for their talents and their contribution 
to the culture of a community—this is not tagging.  
Some of the most famous street artists in the 
world are also the most successful artists in the 
world, and they will display their talents HERE. 

Our Museum of Street Art will free space for eve-
ryone which: 

 Houses the most extensive personal collection 
of international street artists in the world, 
including the largest collection of renowned 
street artist Banksy. 

 Offers unique urban art experiences—from 
‘looking to doing’ - in a way which promotes 
self expression and a positive interaction with 
the community. 

 Reduces criminal graffiti through education 
programmes and alternative options. 

The Todd Foundation has announced that the YMCA Christchurch is the recipient of the Todd 

Foundation’s $1 million initiative project for children and youth in Christchurch!! 

The Todd Foundation were looking to find a long-lasting project which will celebrate what is 

possible in the new Christchurch and will benefit children and/or youth as the city continues 

to rebuild and grow.  The $1m grant will go towards the creation of a Youth Art Place as part 

of our Museum of Street Art and Community Theatre stadium re-development at the end of 

the Spectrum Street Art Festival. 

Todd Foundation chair Sir John Todd said the new venue was part of supporting a vibrant 

and inclusive post-earthquake Christchurch, “where all children and young people thrive.  

The Youth Art Place will be a major contributor to this and we wish the YMCA and the youth 

of Christchurch every success in this innovative and forward-thinking initiative”. 

The Youth Art Place is an alternative to the street or a shopping mall as a place to meet.  It 

will  give young people their own free place, but it will be much more than just a hang-out 

space.  It will be an urban culture space: a mall without shops or walls; a gallery where you 

can make noise and eat, a place for young people to be creative. 

HOW YOU CAN HELP 
To help us achieve our target please go 
to www.ymcachch.org.nz/art-project  



Over the last year the Youth Development Services depart-
ment has become a vibrant, busy place for over 100 youth 
volunteers to come socialise, learn and develop into outstand-
ing young leaders.   

We offer a number of different volunteering opportunities 
with the most popular one being the chance to be a leader on 
our OSCAR holiday programmes. Our OSCAR programmes are 
designed in a way that they not only offer a fun safe environ-
ment for the participants, but they also provide a space for our 
youth leaders to gain practical work skills, learn leadership 
skills from our experienced senior staff and also meet new 
friends in the process. 

We also offer a leadership focused term programme where 
those who wish to be involved at the YMCA on a more regular 
basis, in this programme the focus is on gaining confidence 
and building on the leadership skills they have started to de-
velop through their volunteering opportunities.   

These young people are the heart and soul of the YDS depart-
ment and we are dedicated to making a positive difference in 
their lives.  This is some of their thoughts: 

“Joining the YMCA helped me to leave my comfort zone and 

regain social relationships after being diagnosed and treated 

for depression. It also opened the door for new opportunities, 

such as volunteering at Thursday Club which has helped me a 

lot for studying towards my Nursing degree.” – Morgan Smith, 

21  (Thursday Club Volunteer—pictured above) 

“Being a leader to me is something more than just looking 
after the children. It's about stepping up to be the best person I 
can be do achieve greatness in our community. I have learned 
so many different skills and have grown as a person and am 
more confident. I have had so much fun working with the other 
leaders and getting to know them and now we are one happy 
family.” – Devanshi Gandhi, 16 (OSCAR and Events Volunteer—

pictured on page 4, Spectrum Opening) 

“Over the last three years I've been involved in many aspects of 
YMCA. I have come to realise that the friends you make on 
holiday programmes, or people you casually see around the 
YMCA, are people you can always rely on to have your back, 
people that put you before themselves but most importantly 
people that give up their time voluntarily to do something for 
the greater good. Friends come and go but family is forever. I 
know I can always trust in my fellow leaders, no matter what 
my situation or where I am in the world, I believe that the 
YMCA is just a massive family" – Jordan Figota, 17 (OSCAR, Camp 

and Events Leader—pictured on page 4, Spectrum Opening) 

Inspiring Young People 

Special Acknowledgements 
 

The Christchurch YMCA gratefully acknowledges the gener-
osity of the following donors/funders over the last three 
months which enables us to build strong people, strong 
families, strong communities: 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Thanks also to the following who responded since the last 

wYseDonor with kind donations:  
 

 Beverley Palmer 
 May Campbell 

Ian & Alison O’Connell 

 Jordan’s YMCA Journey 
 

I arrived at YMCA Education Centre on the 9th of May 
2014.  I started the Youth Guarantee course with little to 
no credits after having recently left school.  

The YMCA has helped me go from having very little educa-
tion and experience, with no goals or milestones in place, 
to achieving NCEA Level 1 and 2.  The tutors and friends I 
have made in this time showed me that I can do it if I just 
put in the effort, and stay determined to come to course 
everyday on time, and stick to it throughout the year.   

During the end of last year I had to leave course to work 
at the Warehouse part time which helped me earn extra 
money and gain experience in the workplace.  Thankfully 
my place was held on the YMCA course for me to come 
back to this year and finish it, and now I am at that stage 
where I can go into a full time job and into the real world. 
The next step for me now is to get into full time work and 
save enough money for my car and extras, and then go 
into a level 3 course of some sort.    
     Jordan Colville 

Jordan Colville is a Youth Guarantee student who is in the 

process of completing the final requirements of NCEA L1 

and L2. The self esteem and academic learning that Jor-

dan has gained while at the YMCA is now helping him to 

transition into employment and/or further studies. 

Youth Art Venue 
Stadium Redevelopment 

Carols by Candlelight 



YMCA of Christchurch  
12 Hereford Street,  
Christchurch, 
PO Box 2004, ChCh 8140  
T 03 366 0689    
 
www.ymcachch.org.nz 

For inquiries contact the  
mailto@ymcachch.org.nz 

E Newsletter 
 

Would you like to keep up 
with everything that is going 
on at the Christchurch YMCA 
on a monthly basis? 

We now have a new e-
newsletter and would love 
to have you on our data-
base.  If you return the in-
sert page with your name 
and email address details 
completed, you will go into 
the draw to win a $50 Duo 
Restaurant voucher.   

Alternatively you can email 
mailto@ymcachch.org.nz 
and you will go in the draw. 
 

The YMCA could not contin-
ue to operate without the 
generosity of individuals, 
companies, trusts and foun-
dations who build strong 
people, strong families, 
strong communities through 
their grants and donations.  

Up Coming Events 
 

Supporters Luncheon 
Please find enclosed an invitation for you and your partner to come to a supporters’ lunch-
eon on Wednesday 25 March at 11:30am.  With so much planned for the redevelopment of 
the Hereford Street site, we would love you to come along and hear about it for yourself! 

CEO Josie Ogden Schroeder will be presenting information about all of the proposed devel-
opments at a function designed for our supporters, donors and those who have a long asso-
ciation with the Y.  You will also have an escorted tour of  the spectacular Spectrum exhibi-
tion. 

Please RSVP to Mandy on 963 2829 or email her at mandy@ymcachch.org.nz by 19 March. 

 

ANZAC Day Commemorations 
Please join us for a very special ANZAC Day commemoration on 25 April 2015 at the dawn 
parade and service in Cranmer Square.   

The Christchurch YMCA will have a staff team present, where we will be serving free hot 
chocolates and marshmallows.  This gesture honours the YMCA’s long standing history with 
trench side support and assistance during both World Wars. 

Rug up warm and we hope to see you there! 

Appreciated Sponsors 
 
The YMCA Christchurch heavily relied on sponsorship from our corporate stakeholders 

to make our recent golf tournament such a success! 

We ask that you please support the following businesses where you can: 


