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WYSE DONOR CLUB 

We often keep referring back 
to our motto of strong peo-
ple, strong families, strong 
communities. 

In this issue we hope you 
enjoy reading about the com-
munity oriented events that 
the YMCA has been running 
over the summer period, as 
well as the projects our  
young people have been 
working on to make a differ-
ence to our city. 

Christchurch YMCA is a Chari-
table Trust registered with 
the Charities Commission 
(CC32107).  Donations of $5 
or more qualify for a tax  
rebate on production of a 
receipt. 

Wainui Camp 
This year our camp at Wainui will have been part of the heart and soul of the Christchurch 
YMCA for 84 years.  This represents amazing longevity and one can only marvel at the num-
ber of people, children and youth in particular, that Wainui Park has had an impact on over 
the past 8 decades.   

At a recent supporters’ function at the YMCA it was clear from the anecdotal stories of 
many that Wainui has been a source of pride, happy memories and personal development 
for a huge number of people.   

Not only have there been tens of thousands of campers through Wainui, but there has been 
huge investment into the place by YMCA volunteers and staff – both in terms of time and 
spirit but also financial.  Without the generous help of a legacy of people over a few genera-
tions many developments at Wainui would never have been possible.  Visit the camp now 
and you will see a few relics of the past (Cabin 9!) as well as newer things:  Wainui Heights 
was completed in 1999 and marked the beginning of a new 'era' of camping style and 
opened the doors for an entirely new market of Wainui Park customer.  There is 'wi-fi' and 
solar panels and soon there will be satellite television so campers can watch rugby live.  We 
have even recently replaced decaying concrete sewerage tanks for new indestructible plas-
tic.   You can't stop progress...  and, while the purpose of the camp is to develop young peo-
ple in mind, body and spirit, we also have to keep up with the expectations of society today.  

What a horror to think that instead of digging one's own latrine and washing dishes in the 
creek we are able to surf the net and watch live television... however, despite these en-
croachments of global urbanisation it is reassuring to notice that now there are more native 
birds than ever before, there are more campers attending the camp than ever before, and 
that the tried and true camp activities are still the most popular and wildly trump any com-
puter game.  Songs around the campfire, wide games in the bush (usually involving campers 
throwing Y Leaders in the creek), bunk-bed hijinks, wharf jumps, water slides, sausages, 
mash, and rained out camp-outs are all part of a positive and memorable experience.   
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During 2012 groups of our school holiday programme children have participated in various 
volunteer projects with Greening the Rubble.  

Greening the Rubble Trust is a community project for Christchurch which unites a team of 
volunteers responding creatively to the extensive damage caused by the earthquakes. They 
are creating temporary public parks and gardens on sites of demolished buildings, usually in 
commercial rather than residential streets.  

During the October holidays our children spent the day on the corner of Riccarton Road and 
Rotherham Street, turning an empty space into a garden for the community to enjoy.  They  
loved being hands on and it was motivating for them to see what they could accomplish by 
working together. The staff from Greening the Rubble 
were very friendly and appreciative of the children’s 
work.  

Our children enjoyed it so much we would be happy to 
help out again in the future. 

See pictured the before and after efforts of another project our 
school holiday programme worked on in April—Colombo Street, 
Sydenham. 

Greening  
the   

Rubble 

UC graduate student Cassandra Troman of Nelson did her 
arts internship at the YMCA in Christchurch and prepared 
an archive for our 150th celebrations last year. 

Because of this anniversary the YMCA has had a number of 
celebrations  which will hopefully include an exhibition at 
the beginning of this year.  Cassandra’s job was to create an 
archive for the Y to record and store all of the historic docu-
ments and items. 

This archive will help create an exhibition that represents 
the best parts of the last 150 years of the Christchurch 
YMCA’s mission and purpose  in action.   

The focus has always been to help improve the mind, body 
and spirit of every individual involved in YMCA pro-
grammes.  The concept of self-improvement is based on 
respect, responsibility, honesty and caring. 

“The stories that have come out of the archive and the re-
search are amazing and show a real sense of community 
spirit and support which is what  makes the YMCA such a 
successful organisation” said Cassandra. 

 Cassandra said her project for the YMCA went incredibly 
well and she hopes that the work she has done can be car-
ried on and used for some more celebrations in the future. 

Her research, under Dr Katie Pickles’ supervision, looked 
into the YMCA history with an emphasis on the community 
work and youth development sides of the Christchurch and 
National YMCAs. 

From running bible studies 150 years ago, the 
YMCA has come a long way since its inception in 
Christchurch in 1862, according to University of 
Canterbury (UC) researcher Cassandra Troman. 

The Archive Trove 

While starting to get a little worried that the YMCA may not 
actually be 150 years old, Cassandra then found evidence in 
the archives of a fire in 1876 that destroyed all the records 
of the Christchurch YMCA’s first 14 years in existence. 

The archives also showed that In times of crisis, such as 
world war, the YMCA was there to help.   

A big part of the YMCA’s history in Christchurch has been 
the Carols by Candlelight service on the banks of the River 
Avon, a record of which is preserved on various posters 
that have been kept over the years.   

Other Interesting items that Cassandra found were the old 
wooden donation boxes and the “The Man” publication.  
This bound, hard cover book was published once a year and 
was full of news, advertisements and advice for the modern 
men of the YMCA—1930’s up to the 1950’s. 

Another bonus was sorting the multitude of photos, both 
framed and unframed.  These are a lovely record of old 
Christchurch and Wainui, and highlight the activities that 
the YMCA ran at various times. 

If you would like to contribute any significant items to the 
archive, or if you would like to take a closer look, please 
contact Cassandra at the YMCA on (03) 366 0689.  We wel-
comed Cassandra fulltime onto our staff in January 2013,  
she is now working in Youth Development Services, over-
seeing the school holiday programmes. 



Building a Community Garden 

In January 2011 a student mentioned that it would be great 
to have a garden in the lovely large outdoor area at the Edu-
cation Centre, 888 Colombo Street. 

This seed of an idea lead to the Education Centre submitting 
a funding application in September 2011 to the Garden City 
Rotary Club for a  Community Garden Project .  The aims of 
the Project were to: 

 Help students (and their families) and staff feel more con-
nected to ‘place’ – through a connection with the physical 
land and space around their school.  

 Provide a food source that is free and available to them.  

 Teach them valuable skills and lessons around nutrition, 
gardening and sustainability.  (Much of the learning as 
students build the community garden would also enable 
them to achieve NCEA credits).   

 Provide a project that is team-based but provides for indi-
vidual satisfaction as well.  

 Help us to involve their siblings, parents/caregivers in the 
education of our students, by getting them involved also.  

Approval was gratefully received from Rotary for $2500.  A 
garden shed and tools were acquired in preparation, and in 
early March some staff and students volunteered at the 
Ellerslie Flower Show and gathered some inspiration for the 
Garden Project design.   

Our staff then designed the first stage of the garden plot and 
mapped various Garden Project activities, as to give oppor-
tunities for the students to meet Unit Standard learning re-
quirements.  The Youth Guarantee (YG) students started 
constructing vegetable planter boxes and a compost bin.  
The Alternative Education (AE) students began growing a 
“green room” of baby vegetable plants in their classroom 
(which provided the perfect growing environment, as it is 
sometimes referred to as the YMCA sauna)! 

In late October 2012 a fantastic day was had in the swelter-
ing Garden City heat with some Rotary Club members joining 
all the AE students, YG students and staff for a BBQ and 
planting day.  The Rotary guests were invaluable with offer-
ing their guidance and expertise to the students and staff.  

Despite our garden sustaining some “natural wear and tear” 
over the Christmas closedown period, on the first day back 
for the new year we were able to bake some broccoli and 
cheese muffins with broccoli from our garden.  Special 
thanks to Garden City Rotary Club for not only the funding to 
get this project off the ground, but also for taking the time to 
invest in the students’ learning with their invaluable garden 
knowledge and skills. 

Christchurch Earthquake Appeal Trust 
With the generous support of the Christchurch Earthquake 
Appeal Trust and in conjunction with CERA, the Youth De-
velopment Services department have been very proud to 
be able to support local communities around Christchurch 
host fun days throughout summer.  Archery, kayaking and 
our very own version of the Amazing Race has been a hit at 
the events, which also include bouncy castles, sausages 
sizzles and an assortment of activities for young, old and in-
between.  

The YDS staff have loved being able to get out amongst the 
communities and help bring a welcome distraction from 
many who are still dealing with the continuing impacts of 
the earthquakes.  Approximately 30 events will occur over 
summer with the YMCA staff in their red shirts out in 
attendance. 

The feedback received from CERA, the various co-
ordinators and the public has all been very positive about 
the YMCA — and the staff have loved facilitating it. 

These events continue to run through until the end of 
March , so keep an eye out for the activities through the Be 
There web page, in the 
paper and advertising 
in your local communi-
ties or through the 
Choice CHCH Facebook 
page.  

Special Acknowledgements 

The Christchurch YMCA gratefully acknowledges the gen-
erosity of the following donors over the last three months 
which enables us to build strong people, strong families, 
strong communities: 

 Garden City Rotary – funding and hands on help creating 
the community garden at the Education Centre. 

 Christchurch City Council – funding towards Wainui 
Camp wet equipment , and also towards upgrading the 
Bishopdale Child Care outdoor play area. 

 Lion Foundation - funding towards the payment of rent 
at the Education Centre. 

 JefKar Holdings Ltd (Z Energy) - funding towards upgrad-
ing Bishopdale Child Care outdoor play area 

 Christchurch Businessmen’s Club, LB Miller Charitable 
Trust, JR Redpath Charitable Trust and Kenneth More 
Trust for general donations. 

 

Thanks also to the Inner Wheel Club of Otautahi, Marilyn 
Mercer, Rex Harrison, Reg Middleton, Gale & Lesley Furs-
don, Alan Finch, Gordon Smith, Coleen Clements and Stan 
Batchelor who responded to the last wYseDonor with kind 
donations.    
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Thanks to our  
Sponsors 

The YMCA could not continue 
to operate without the gener-
osity of individuals, compa-
nies, trusts and foundations 
who build strong people, 
strong families, strong com-
munities through their grants 
and donations.  

The following main sponsors 
helped make the Gold Tour-
nament an outstanding suc-
cess: 

While on a recent outing to 
New Brighton, several of our 
young men from our Youth 
Guarantee programme at the 
Education Centre got ap-
proached by a member of 
the public.  

He was a contractor and 
wanted help to lift a big steel 
plate off a trailer.  He was 
never going to be able to get 
it off by himself, and offered 
the students an incentive of 
$30 if they gave him a hand.  
Of course they all jumped 
straight to it, already tasting 
the hot chips they planned to 
buy with the $30.  

After helping him out and 
then trying to decide how 
much money they would 
need for their feast, they 
eventually concluded that 
they didn’t actually need to 
accept any money at all for 
the help they had given.    

This is amazing as $30 is a lot 
of money for our young peo-
ple, but they decided that 
they were happy to help this 
man out for nothing.   

An awesome example of our 
core values in action! 

Core Values at Work 

Christchurch Launderers 

Carols by Candlelight 
Many thousands of Cantabrians and visitors to Christ-
church have been involved in the joy and spirit of the 
Christchurch YMCA Carols by Candlelight event that has 
been held every Christmas Eve.   This year  it was held at 
the Christmas Events Hub in Latimer Square,  celebrating 
the 65th Carols By Candlelight since it was first started in 
1947. 

Former radio host Mike Yardley was the master of  cere-
monies, with Mark Hodgkinson conducting the Salvation 
Army Band, and singing performances by a variety of 
Christchurch choirs and soloists under musical director 
Nan Anderson.   

Carols by Candlelight is a unique event that encourages 
people to get together and celebrate family and Christ-
mas in a traditional and magical manner.   Bringing to-
gether all faiths, age groups and cultures Carols by Can-
dlelight is a true celebration of family, of Christmas and 
of community spirit. 

Bequests 

We are very grateful to Ken Lord  for speaking at our 
Supporters Breakfast function in December.  Among oth-
er interesting tidbits of information about Shakespeare 
and his wife, Ken impressed on everyone the importance 
of making a will and keeping it up to date.  Deceased 
estates that do not have a will tend to result in stress for 
family and friends, as well as benefitting only lawyers!   

Leaving a bequest to a Charitable Trust in your will is one 
way to ensure that your wealth is well utilised long after 
your death, and can be a great way to leave a legacy and 
support a cause or issue that means a lot personally.   

The YMCA gratefully received a recent bequest from a 
person who had strong memories of Wainui.  The pro-
ceeds from the bequest have been invested and will sup-
port children of widowers to have camping experiences 
for many years to come.  

(You can contact Ken Lord, Partner, Parry Field Lawyers via phone or 
email him: kenlord@parryfield.com).   

mailto:kenlord@parryfield.com

